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ABSTRACT 

 

Study on Automatic Registration of 

Multi-Sensor Satellite Images 

No���np�$

Image registration is a research focus in many fields such as computer vision, pattern recognition, 

medical image analysis and remote sensing image processing, etc. Starting with a brief overview 

of existing registration techniques for multi-source remote sensing data, we focus on the study of 

automatic registration of multi-sensor satellite images especially for SAR and optical data. The 

related work and main contributions are summarized as follows: 

1. Image filtering. Based on an analytical review of several kinds of image filters, a new 

method is proposed for SAR de-speckling. The filter kernel is a modified version of Frost 

one, which combines the statistical information from the pixel and its neighbor pixels within 

the filter window. Therefore, the method not only avoids over-smoothing of SAR image 

structural details, but also amends the deficiency of keeping “false edges” by the enhanced 

Frost filter. So it makes a good tradeoff between speckle filtering and details preserving. 

2. Feature Extraction. With the assumption that water bodies hold weak radiometric 

randomness in both SAR and optical remote sensing images, based on information theory, 

we propose a method for water body extraction. By means of empirical entropy, the gray 

level image is mapped into entropy image where dark areas correspond to water ones. Water 

areas can therefore be extracted by means of threshold technique and some post-processing. 

In order to get a more accurate border of water bodies, we also present a template-based 

scheme for border detection by combining the template and edge information. 

3. Multi-sensor satellite image registration. Based on multi-layer feature matching, a 

coarse-to-fine registration procedure is proposed. In the stage of coarse registration, area 

features are depicted by shape matrix, which provides a unified measure rule not only for 

shape similarity but also the orientation consistency of this shape. Further the local 

orientation consistency, which is described by both Principle Component Analysis (PCA) 

and the shape matrix, effectively avoids the ambiguity of shape matching. In the stage of 

registration refinement�the parameterized description of edge features by NURBS curves 

properly solves the “ irregular edge ” problem because of speckle noise in SAR images. The 



ABSTRACT 

 

utilization of local controllability of NURBS curve overcomes the local deformation, which 

is caused by the terrain or environmental change due to the different acquisition conditions of 

images. By combining some constraints on two corresponding edges, such as distance 

constraint, orientation constraint, etc. we obtain the matched control points of NURBS 

curves, which are invariant under affine transformation. The registration refinement can 

therefore be realized. 

4. For the registration of large area images, an adaptive propagation method is proposed, 

which is based on the matching model of local areas with abundant image features. In order 

to improve the registration effect, a few numbers of tie-points from other region of large 

images can be applied to modify the global transformation function. Therefore, large image 

registration can be performed indirectly. 

 

Keywords�multi-sensor image registration�shape matrix�NURBS�filter� intelligent scissor, 

empirical entropy�water body extraction 
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4.2.2$Cµ¥ Ǹ_m^roZE ........................................ 46 

4.2.2.1$.d¥roZE............................................ 47 
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P� Ǹ_m^ ·� ]̀\am^�

....................................................................................... 86 

m 5-11$�¨Æ?g��Ârm^Ð;Ðm^Ï�|¥Hø+�
P�̀N_m^ 

·� ]̀\am^� .................................................................... 88 

m 6-1$�¿�ª+�Ä¥¥�.Ë�Ï�m^Ú%Ä¥�@ñ .............. 91 

m 6-2$�����/Uim ...................................................... 94 

m 6-3$�¨Æ?g�� ]̀\am^Ï�|¥H¸ ..............................100 
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m 6-32$»=Fm^��Ï®[b_ÒwLeÅÄ¤�¥Ä¥Ä� ...........145 

m 6-33$»=Fm^��Ú%Ä¥�rTm
säaÛäS:sY��YaÚ

¥�¨
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ÅÙ5bn5�áÌ|º�+Õ"-S=�@�¥ Ǹ_m^roZE�i²�
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É�bêÄ.2¥i�^ Ǹ_¥î^�Ø�m^¥+�+�uY¿�ñ*Ë/

�¥Bñ+äb$

ÄBHY�Âr�
v�¥¹V�í=�û�c���¥Û�Ä

5�pn��r��6bØX¥Ä"SÛ�ÈHo��ío¹oëob�oë��´))

M©b¹VÛ��í¥òÛ�ÄV[Aî^®¸¸��ØX¥Û�ÄFî¥b

®¿�tÄ"S)�]BñsO�í=�yN�îdåÂríEsO�tÄ"

SbÄBsO�í¥ío^�tØXÄ"Sío�|¥O��hECjhF@jb$

�îdåÂr?�MÄÈHo�/îòñØXÄ"Sío�|¥MÄT¨


v{�r�np�v|{��P¤�ÊsO�í¥L=Ä"Sío�|¥�´�MÊÁ3

Bç¥���7O�´�MÊÐíoZ_µ�v1"b!�BsO�í�µN

ñÛ�Ä�¾�í�´¹ sumV aMÊ¹ sumϕ ¥9¥ío�|^ N ñÛ�Äío

�|¥MÄßF�'�$

∑
=

=
N

i

j
i

j
sum

isum eVeV
1

ϕϕ
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$5A:>6$

ÄBÛ�Äío¥MÊ
i
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4.2.4 Ǹ_m^ro/�¥1 �ùî$
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�¿'cî�ç¥ Ǹ_m^#;Ðm^¥ç)ØZE�áÌ|�/Bc)

��.Ë�Ï�m^¥�Vñî�#¥+�4|ýTb$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$



�.Ë�Ï�m^¥¥�/�ùî 

 » 74 :

»ôc$+�4|$

5.1 �ý$

+�4|#Ä¥^1îm^¥�@ñ¥1o#×1Fî�s�9^'Ó�

.Ë�m^¥�ýTÏ¥4Ä­Bb$

®¿*Ëm^=¸¥�"��[#�.Ë�m^����+�¥�]�P

¤�.Ë�m^¥+�4|ë"¸��4�êÄ.2ø×�Y�Ârm^¥É

��-�9F�Ârm^+�4|¥4�byN��¿Ârm^�;Ðm^¥

¥��ª�+�4|�¡@Â/Hq�$

Ø î4|¥+�A¶^�1��m^¥]Ë+� $

Ø �£�1�m^VÄ¥¥]Ë+�A¶�µ	@¥���OµÐ�(�¥

bWs�b$

1¿'ÓÂrm^Ð;Ðm^¥�/�¥ùî�áÌ�'Ó¥»Øc�ç

�BÕ�¿�ª+�Ä¥¥�.Ë�Ï�m^Ú%Ä¥�ZÃ��¥�Vñö

1sî�ñ¨
��¿u×+�Ä¥¥Y¥� �¿��Äí�¥Ú¥�b�

-ë¥c«Ï�YV�Ârm^#;Ðm^¥"j1 �áÌÿi��£8^

Ârm^Ð ]̀\a;Ðm^î�µ¥BÕu×+�byN��î^u×cµµ{a

�@©üA¥£8+�H�V[|£8T¹'Óm^¥�¥ö1u×+�by

N�'c|ö1)�£8+�¥4|b$

5.2 £8+�¥4|$

�´E^m^séÏK¹°¤¥BÕu×Ãs/�bK¹e�¥�´Eü

^¿v"S�m^Ï¥ç�s�S¶�·çç��´�|m^É�=´Ä)Øb

�m^ÏºµBÕ"S��ßH��Õ=´Ä¥�´séV[�¤ ¹¡i¥

²Tb$

4³£×�Ârm^Ð;Ðm^Ï¥ç�s��áÌÿi�[/C`�$

Ø M�¿±o Po
oÉ�£8VëÍ»ÜÁ¥äë�1¿±o¥ª_Û�

T¨�±Ð�yN�£8� R_̀$̀N_m^Ïö1VC¹Àu Û"£×'



»ôc +�4| 

 » 75 : 

�¥hl�±o�|�0£ui�Bç¥,iT¨��m^ÏVC¹ç�

´{±9v Ð5êÄ.2/îm^Ï(Éu×¥üÀMÄ��.2�m

^Àu¥�Y 
u÷F±Ð�yN�£8� R_̀$̀N_m^Ï�ç�)Y

¥oîüAÐ¿�ñu×b$

Ø �¿;Ðm^�Ð5®¿£É5£Ñaþäa'0[#£ÏòÕ�þîs¥

c�6¥µs�P¤�]¥£×ïC�]¥��+���98�ª�]B£

×¥£Éµs ¹±Ð��;Ðm^Ï¥��+� ¹M»b$

$
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)( RjGS a )( SiGS M»"� ),( jiPS �N) .10,...,2,110,...,2,1 == ji  N��á

ÌÎ¤�����p³VñÏÉöåM�È�� ),( jiPθ [#u×}�öZ_

C� ),( jiPβ b»=Fm^��Ï�1¿ ),( jiPS a ),( jiPθ [# ),( jiPβ ¥9

ØsYnVC:CaV C:D[#VC:Eb$



�.Ë�Ï�m^¥¥�/�ùî 

 » 106 :

$

m6-8$�¨Æ?g�� ]̀\am^Ï�|¥H¸5>?E=�>?E=6$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$



»Bc �¿�ª+�Ä¥¥�.Ë�Ï�m^Ú%Ä¥�/�¥ùî 

 » 107 : 

$

m6-9$�¨Æ?g�� Ǹ_m^Ï�|¥H¸
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m^US"Ï� ]̀\a:]m^Ð Ǹ_m^¥¥��s#MÐ¥Hø+�sYÂm

C:>>am C:>?b$



»Bc �¿�ª+�Ä¥¥�.Ë�Ï�m^Ú%Ä¥�/�¥ùî 

 » 113 : 

|Y¥��s¥H¸+�� ]̀\am^US"Ý��²TÂmC:>@îUb$

$

$

m6-11$̀N_m^¥Y¥��s
>?E=�>?E=�$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$



�.Ë�Ï�m^¥¥�/�ùî 

 » 114 :

$

m6-12$̀]\am^¥Y¥��s
>?E=�>?E=�$

$

$

$

$

$

$



»Bc �¿�ª+�Ä¥¥�.Ë�Ï�m^Ú%Ä¥�/�¥ùî 

 » 115 : 

$

m6-13$Y¥��s¥H¸+�� ]̀\am^US"Ý�
£��1 ]̀\a:]m^ s��1
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çlÂ/�$

$

∑

∑

=

==
n

i
ipi

ii

n

i
pi

uN

PuN
uC

0
,

0
,

)(

)(
)(

ω

ω
$$$$ bua ≤≤ $$$$$$
C:>C�$

                                                 
1 N)eÅÄ�]¿m^¥�VñÏ¥¨¿�9bWMÐ��¥eÅÄb 



»Bc �¿�ª+�Ä¥¥�.Ë�Ï�m^Ú%Ä¥�/�¥ùî 

 » 119 : 

� Ï � }{ iP a )}({ , uN pi ¥ i l ] T C:>A9$ }{ iω ¹ � ´ � O ¡ @

,0>iω ni ,...,1,0= b4Ú» i ñ�´ iω �VPwL )(uC /ÍeÅÄ iPbÏ�$

∑
=

=
n

j
jpj

ipi
pi

uN

uN
uR

0
,

,
,

)(

)(
)(

ω

ω
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$5C:>D6$

5ë )}({ , uR pi ¹ O"HµØ�f�bÉB��| pQ [b_ÒwL¥çleÄ¹�$
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L � � � � ¡ @ ],[ 1+∈ ii uuu ¥ Ä )(uC À � Ð p ñ e Å Ä jp $

),...,1( ipij +−= µ1�7Ð�ñeÅÄí1byN��¾wL¥» i ñeÅ

Ä ip ?3¿MH�À��Y�çl���uW ),[ 1++ pii uu �s¥B
wL�

��i���HwL?3�Yb$

�m C:>AVUBHØQ"HwLÛeÅÄ 5p ¥ÊÂ?3MÄ¥f��®

¾mV©� 5p ¥MÄº��Ï¥B
wLµ�Yb$

�

�

1P

2P

3P

4P
5P

1
5P

11
5P

6P

7P 8P

$

m6-14$"HwL¥��Ve�
 3=p �$
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)�Â�|[b_Ò¨¿m^ÏL�+�¥í��'�[b_Ò¥y�b$
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P�vzntr> $·�[b_Ò E��$
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P�[b_Ò E�wL
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ç���9î³¥Ä¥Ä�b$

$

$

$
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Ï¤�Ä¥Ä�nÂmC:@?ÛasS:b$

®Kl=ðE��9ÚÄ¥¨
 ]̀\a:]m^US" ),( yx ÐÜVMÐ¥
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Ǹ_m^Ð;Ðm^���]¥��+�9v�m^+�4|#Ä¥¥4��
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